THE WELCOME

I was invited to create Welcome Posters as a resource to welcome Aboriginal people and their families into a variety of local services.  As an Aboriginal person, I feel a sense of reassurance when I see our Aboriginal flag displayed in certain places.  It is a visual indicator that the culture I belong to is being acknowledged – an important first step. 
Being offered a “welcome” is so important to each and every one of us; and yet sometimes a sense of welcome is only assumed.  Welcome is much more than a word that is spoken – it is a word that is felt. 
Feeling welcome is fundamental to developing a sense of trust.  Trust is an essential component of relationships.  When we feel trust we begin to feel safe.  We are much more likely to return to people and places that make us feel safe and welcome.

By displaying these posters it is my hope that they symbolise a commitment of your welcome to your Aboriginal community.  By acknowledging the language, the people and the Ancestors of the land we stand upon, it shows that respect is given to Aboriginal culture and by so doing, respect is given to  Aboriginal people; past, present and future.  The use of local Aboriginal language together with English language on the posters represents two cultures creating relationships and sharing resources; acknowledging the past and welcoming in the future.  
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Warami N’Allowah Mittigar (Darug)
Hello... come in, sit down friend

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians

of this land we gather on, the Darug and their Ancestors.
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Yours in unity,


KAREN MABER
· A portion of all proceeds from the sale of these posters will support local Darug and Gundungurra Elders.

· Posters available in: Darug/English in either brown or pink designs and Darug/Gundungurra/English in either brown or pink designs. They are all A3 size and come laminated. Cost is $25 plus postage.  For ordering go to: www.redcockatooaustralia.com  or phone 0416 628 908

THE ARTWORK
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FAMILY VALUES – Family values are passed down from generation to generation.  Sometimes we see it, sometimes we don’t but they are always there.  In the case of many Aboriginal people something that is also passed down is fairer skin.  In most cases this was the result of circumstances beyond the choice of Aboriginal people.  Whether by choice or not, the colour of an Aboriginal person’s skin does not make that person less in any way.  It is the family values that shape and give identity to a person.  This is especially important to remember when welcoming and getting to know Aboriginal people in our community.
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Sacreq Charen by Karen aber Copyig: 2009

Yangoo Borga-Mandoo-Ginee Yaddung-Gee
For coming here today we say thank you (Gundungurra)

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians
of this land we gather on, the Darug and Gundungurra

people and their Ancestors.





SACRED CHILDREN – All children are sacred and deserve our love, respect and protection.  Children should be free to move about, experience life, find and discovery things, learn, have fun – be allowed to be children BUT know that they remain secure within the boundaries set by their parents, caregivers, Aunts, Uncles, Grandparents and others.
